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Youre 
comeTO 
‘MY MANSION 


| UNDERSTAND. 


‘SHE SAID THAT 
SHE'LL DO AND 
ACT JUST AS | 





THIS PLACE...IT’S SO 

FAR AWAY FROM THE 

NIWAUCHI. IT’S SUCH 
A NICE AREA... 





ex 
E25 
Pee 
ERE 
§u2 








WHAT WAS 
IT Like 


FOR YOU | WONDER IF THAT TIME 
IS THE MOST ENJOYABLE 
ONE.? STAYING TOGETHER. 
HAVING FUN, NO MATTER 
WHAT'S GOING ON? 


THE SORT! 


SOMEONE WHOSE 

EXISTENCE CAN NEVER 

( BE PUBLICLY REVEALED! 
I'VE NEVER EVEN 

GONE TO THE CASTLE 


| HAD NO. 


YOU WERE ALWAYS 
TOGETHER WITH 
THOSE WHO ARE 
CALLED “SCHOOL 
FRIENDS", RIGHT? 








You MUST 
HAVE FELT 
SO ILL AT 
EASE...ALL 
THE TIME. 


WHEN | WAS A 
CHILD...NOBODY... 
LIKE THAT... 


NOT EVEN BEING ABLE 
TO GO TO THE CASTLE, 
BEING ALWAYS WATCHED 


WERE YOU NEVER 
ABLE TO JUST 
HAVE FUN WITH 

YOUR FRIENDS, JUST 
LIKE THOSE CHILDREN? 





SAID SUCH 


5 bare 











WHERE ARE 
YOU GOING!?- 


TH-THE LORD IS 
IN A MEETING 
RIGHT NOW! 








IT WAS MOST 
IMPOLITE OF ME 
TO SUDDENLY 





Is SHE A te m SHe’s so 
SAMURAI'S. ODDLY DRESSED 
DAUGHTER? 


THE LOCAL DAIMYG 
HAS BEEN 


FORCIBLY ENTRUSTED 
WITH BONTEMARU- 


BEAUTIFUL GIRL, 
BUT... WONDER WHO 





I'M GONNA 
MAKE YOU MY 


WOMAN! 
ABSOLUTELY! 
= i ) 


% RS 








‘ PLL 
Bene 2 AVENGE 
BRO! 


AZUMI 
OuT 


HERE! 












~[ FATHER, 
tz) LTS Look 


} INSIDE! 






AAAALRIGHT! 
LET ME 
LOOK INSIDE! 


THEY THINK SHE’S 
STILL HERE AND THEY 
BARGED IN YELLING 
FOR HER TO 
COME OUT! 


WHEN WE TRIED TO SEND 
THEM AWAY, T-THREE OF 
OUR MEN W-WERE 
KILLED...'M SO SORRY... 





AZUMIIIIII! 
GET OUT 


HEEEEERE! 


THESE TWO 
ARE JUST 
TERRIBLY 
SKILLED! 

















AHHHHH! 
FATHER! 





49 Tj SS 





COME HEEEERE, 
CHy0zZ00006! 





DRINK! 
MORE, MORE! 





REAL GOOD ‘ = 
MOOD TODAY! ee 


/ PLEASE DRINK 
ALL THIS IN ONE 
‘MANLY GULP! 





$0 COOL, YOU'RE 
SO MANLY, 
BONTEMARU- 


Q 
HeeHe! &\\ 


I'VE HAD 
ENOUGH! 








IT WASH YOU, 
AZUMI! FIRSHT 
D> AND ONLY! 


TO TALK TO.. 
TO UNND... 


SHO..SHO 8 oN 
aes 





IN THAT 
CASHE, GO 
ON AN’ 
CRY! 





| 


i) 


‘ ii. 

















2 AZUMI 
HMMM! 








BUT SHE 
DIDN'T GO 


ON HORSE- B 


BACK. 


IT's AZuMI- 
Dono! | 
MEAN AZUMI! 


SHE'S 
BACK 
ON A 

HORSE!?: 











LISHTEN!! A FENCER 
MUSTN’T ABSHOLUTELY 
DRINK SHAKE TO A 
DEGREE TO GET DRUNK!! 


SHO | BORROWED 
A HORSHE TO 


BAAAAAC! IF ANYONE 
ck zs ATTACKED ME 


‘ON THE WAY 
HOME, | WOULD 
BE SHOOOOO 


i | oT IN CAUSHE! | 
FENSHER TROUBLE | PROMISHED BONTEN- 


MUSHT DEFINITELY He 
uit? || AND wap To. MARU-SHAMMA Sou eR 

PEFINITEL NOT: OBEY HISH ORDRESH! ry 
GET THIIIISH DRIIINK! “lc! $0 MUCHI? 





THINKING 
THAT HE 


COULD'VE 
DONE SHOME- 
THING TO ME 

IF | HAD 
PASSHED OUT 
COLD BEFORE 

HIM, 


























TY 


MORNING. — Gggp 





WELL, | SURE WELL, SOMEHOW, 
FOUND OUT YOU'RE YOU KNOW... 
QUITE THE HAPPY 
DRUNK AND YOU 
TALK A LOT. 





{ 1 I = I'M ASHAMED OF 
FENCERS CAN i i MYSELF. | WAS A 


NOT EVER 


GET DRUNK fs EXAMPLE TO. 
LIKE THAT! 2 MY JUNIORS. 















PLEASE, TELL 
HIKOSHIRG AND 
TORANOSUKE THE 


SAME TOO, 
TOBIZARU!! 





THE WAY BACK 
LAST NIGHT. 











g 
coop 
MORNING! 


hw ~ 























HE DID BECOME 
HIDARI JINGORG'S 
APPRENTICE! I'M SO 
HAPPY FOR YOU, 


HYOSUKE-DONO! 














THAT'S RIGHT! | 


WANT HER! | WANT 

TO MAKE HER MY — \ 

WIFE NO MATTER 
WHAT! 

































































AT PRESENT, 
MORE THAN HALF 
OF THEM ARE 
WITH US. 
































KANO...WHEN DO | 
BECOME THE LORD 
OF THIS COUNTRY!? 






WHAT WILL. 
IT TAKE TO 


WE MUST HAVE HIS: 
VASSALS BETRAY HIM 
FOR US IN SECRET. 





IF | WERE 
LORD, 'D MAKE 
HER A MEMBER 
OF MY FAMILY 
WITHOUT EVEN 
HESITATING! 


WITHOUT TRIGGERING AN 
INTERNAL REVOLT TO HAVE 
THE REAL POLITICAL POWER 
TRANSFERRED TO YOU AND 

REDUCING THE CURRENT 
LORD OF THE CASTLE TO A 

MERE FIGUREHEAD, 


COULD YOU... 
DO ME A FAVOR: 
AND TELL LORD 
MUNENORI? SO 

HE CAN TELL 

MY FATHER, 

SHOGUN 
HIDETADA?: 


WOULD IT NOT BE 
BETTER IF YOU 
TOLD THE SHOGUN 
YOURSELF? 


JUST WAIT 
ABIT 
LONGER. 





AND | COULD 


NEVER GO TO 
EDO CASTLE By 
MYSELF! 





| SPOKE 
IMPROPERLY. 

PLEASE 
ACCEPT MY 
APOLOGIES. 


| #S 





KEEP YOUR 
HEAD TO 
THIS! | WANT 
TO BECOME 
LORD OF THIS 
CASTLE WITH 
ALL HASTE! 








‘SHOULD WE 
USE HER TO 
KEEP BON- 
TENMARU- 
SAMA 
CALM...? 


RATHER THAN 
KILLING HER 
AHEAD OF 
‘SCHEDULE, 


HIS FONDNESS 
FOR AZUMI 
HASN'T 
DECREASED AT 
ALL! QUITE THE 











IS THAT SENILE 
OLD BAG WHO 
MISTOOK CHYO26 
FOR HER GRANDSON 
AROUND TODAY? 


Yes, I'VE 
ALREADY HAD 
ONE MAN 
CONFIRM IT. 





I THINK ONE OF OUR 
LADS INFORMED YOU. 
PLEASE LOOK AFTER 


CHYOZ6-SAN FOR 


HEIKICHI 
HAS COME TO 
SEE YA! 


WHAI?: 


S HEIKICHI! 
2 





AHHHH! 
HEIKICHI! 

HEIKICHI! @ THANKYAFER 4 
C/MEEEERE! COMON'! 


HEIKICHI 
HOW I'VE-A 
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THAT SENILE 
OLD GRANNY 
1S A LIFE- 
SAVER. 


TRYING TO COAX HIM NOT 
TO FOLLOW OKYG-SAN 
AROUND ALL THE TIME 

WAS A REAL PAIN. 


HE NEVER 
LEAVES EXCEPT FOR 
WHEN SHE Gives 
HIM THE ORDER 
TO KILL 
SOMEONE 


OKY6-SAN’S 


WHY HE CAN STAY 
NEAR THAT OLD 
HAG WHO MISTOOK 
HIM FOR HER 


DOES CHYOZ6 ALSO 
THINK SHE'S HIS 
REAL GRANNY, TOO? 
HAHAHAHAHA... 








JUST WHERE D'YA 
THINK YER GOIN'!? 
DON’ GO, HEIKICHI! 








EAT, COME 
ON! EAT uP! 





TO MAKE HER 
FALL IN LOVE 





| WISH TO 
SEE YOU... 















































ALRIGHT! 
NOBODY'S 
FOLLOWING 





AN ODD 
GIRL INA 
MANTLE 
WAS ON 





HE CAME TO 
TRAIN AT 
HIDARI JINGORG'S 

MANSION AFTER 
[ BECOMING HIS 


APPRENTICE. 





Just Ag | THOUGHT. 
ai leaf IF | WANTED TO MEET 
, BUT... HIM, | SHOULD'VE 
SENT A LETTER 
WITH A FIXED 


| WANTED TO 
SEE HIM, NO 
MATTER WHAT 
WHEN | READ 
HIS LETTER... 





A FRESHMAN 
APPRENTICE 
HAVING A 
WOMAN SHOW 
UP OUT OF 
THE BLUE 
WOULD LOOK 
BAD... 


\ q ——= — 
TOON A, NRE NT 












BUT HIS 








AND | KNOW SHE'D 
NEVER JUST 
COME AND SEE 
ME ON HER OWN 


| ALWAYS @ | WANNA SEE 
WANNA BE YER! | WANNA 
WITH HEEEER! 





SHE WON'T 
ACCEPT 
EXPENSIVE 


WHAT DO | DO TO 
TURN HER FEELINGS 
TOWARDS Me!? 








| THOUGHT | 
SHOULD COME 
AND SEE You! 


TO COME \% 
$0 SUDD- 
P\\. ENLY. 


AFTER | GOT YOUR 
LETTER, | WAS 
WRITING MY 
RESPONSE, 





I'M $0 SORRY! IF YOUR 
MASTER AND YOUR 
SENIORS FIND OUT 
ABOUT THIS, ITLL 

BE TROUBLESOME FOR YOU! 


| CAN'T STAY 
LONG SINCE | 
SAID THAT | 
WAS ONLY GOING 
OUT TO BUY A 
FEW THINGS. 








WHETHER IT 
BE A WOMAN, 
YOUNG OR 
OLD, A CHILD, 
EVEN A 
BABY. 


ALL ARE THE 
SAME UPON Y; THERE IS 
ENTERING NIRVANA. | r, NO DIFF- 
ERENCE IN 
THEIR 


YOMIII, | AM 
INFORMED YOU 
ARE A MAN WHO, 
UPON RECEIVING 
HIS ORDERS, WILL 
NOT HESITATE 
TO KILL HIS 
TARGET. 











A | WANT YOU 
m 10 SEND THEM 
TO NIRVANA. 








THERE ARE 
THOSE WHO 
PLAN TO 
RESIST US. 


ENTIRE FAMILY 
OF THE MAN 
AT THE 
CENTER OF 
THE OPPO- 


SITION! 








THIS MAN’S 
FAMILY MUST 
BE EXTER- 
MINATED THIS 
VERY NIGHT. 


AND MAKE THEM 
PUT ASIDE THEIR 
DEFIANCE BY 
STRIKING FEAR 
INTO THEIR 
HEARTS. 


THIS MAN, 
AND wis HIS LITTLE 


CHILD, His 9 HIS MOTHER, 


SERVANTS. DAUGHTER, His WIFE, 








| WAS ABLE TO 


= FIND WHERE AZUMI 
WENT TODAY. 





WHAT 
KIND OF 


He's NO || samural @ 


samural! || 1g el? 
He’s THE 1s HE 
YOUNG SKILLED! 
APPRENTICE ? 
OF HIDARI 


JINGORO! 


SHE WAS 
OUT TO 
SEE THE 











BUT THE TRUE 
AIM IS THE POLITICAL 
INFLUENCE FROM THIS 
DOMAIN, AS WELL AS 
THE PROCEEDS FROM 

THE NIWAUCHI. 


I’M GUESSING THAT THEY 
AREN'T TRYING TO 
DESTROY THIS PLACE TO 
TAKE THE DAIMYO'S 


DOMAIN...BUT INSTEAD 
THEY'RE TRYING TO 
SUBSTITUTE 


MARU- 
SAMA WILL 
BE SATISFIED 
WITH BEING 
LORD OF 
THIS 
DOMAIN, 















































WISHES [” 
0 SE-( 























AND WAIT 
FOR FURTHER 




















YOU SHALL 

BE JOINING 
THEM 
THERE 

Np SHORTLY, 





a 
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~e= 





























CHAPTER 4: SACRIFICIAL PAWNS 





THAT IS 
JUST THE 
BASIC WAY 

OF LIFE 
FOR ONE 
WHO LIVES 

BY THE 


a\ 


\ 
1 


THAT ALL YOU 
DO, DAY IN AND DAY 
OUT IS ENDLESSLY 
TRAIN YOUR BODY, 
NIGHT AND DAY. 
POLISHING YOUR 
‘SWORD SKILLS. 


YOUR REVENGE FOR 
ALL THE LIVES SHE 
STOLE FROM YOUR 


YAGYO COMRADES. 


VM TOLD 
YOU'VE NO 
INTEREST IN 
GAMBLING, 
NOR DO YOU 
HAVE A TASTE 
FOR SAKE. 


YOU SAID 
THAT YOU 
WANTED TO 
KILL AZUMI 
IN A FAIR 
FIGHT RATHER 
THAN A 
‘SNEAK 








THE EMBERS 
OF BONTENMARU- 
SAMA’S FONDNESS 

FOR AZUMI HAD 


CONSEQUENTLY...! THOUGHT 
TO CHANGE THE PLAN TO 
FIRST KILL HER, AND THEN 
PERSUADE BONTENMARU- 
SAMA THAT IT WAS THE 
RIGHT THING TO DO... 





HENCE WHERE 
YOU COME IN, 
MINEISHI. 


He's BEGUN 
SAYING HE 
WISHES TO 
TAKE HER 
AS HIS WIFE 

NOW. 


BUT IF IT comes 
OUT | WAS THE 
ONE TO ORDER 

HER DEATH, | 
EXPECT THAT 
CONVINCING 
BONTENMARU- 
SAMA WILL BE 
NEXT TO 
IMPOSSIBLE. 





FOR THE SAKE 
OF YOUR FALLEN: 
YAGYO COMRADES, 
YOU THE DILIGENT 
MAN WHO LIVES 
BY HIS SWORD. 


i 
Ny 


WILL You 
DO THIS 
FOR ME, 

MINEISHI? 


HERE IS HOW | WISH THIS 
TO PROCEED...YOU, KILLING 
HER IN A MATCH, DUE TO 
YOUR UNQUENCHABLE 
DESIRE TO ENGAGE 
HER IN BATTLE 


CONSEQUENTLY... 
AFTER KILLING 
AZUMI, YOU 
WILL HAVE 
TO FLEE 
THIS LAND... 








WHERE YA 
GOING, SWORD 
ouy!? 


TOOOH! 
TOOOOH! 
TOOOOOH! 





EVEN THOUGH Yer b YOU DON'T 
WE AIN'T SEEN vA E DO NOTHIN’ 
KILL NOBODY YET! . vi BUT FENCE 

if a Dr EVERY DAY, 
MISTER! 





YOU ON i IF YOu'N 


cHyo26's CHYOZ6 
! WENT AT IT, 


AIN’T YOU GONNA 
SAY SOMETHIN’ 
TO US, MISTER? 


JUST HOW 
LONG WILL 








THOUGH I'VE ‘ ) 4 
NEVER SEEN IT i i 
ray j I'VE HEARD 
WITH MY OWN i ) ii. ¥aeed YOU TELL ME 
j 3 SO MANY TIMES 
JUST HOW STRONG 
AZUMI IS. 


Seine THEIR «YE «| B Bur even IF PS IF MINEISHI 
HE IS TO DIE, CAN FINISH 


FIGHT SHOULD x 
PROVE MOST 3 HER OFF, IT 
ENLIGHTENING. ij . 9 WILL BE THE 
f P iN END OF THAT 
PROBLEM. 


BUT | WONDER...SHE IS 
STILL A YOUNG GIRL. 
WILL SHE BE NAIVE ENOUGH 
TO ANSWER THE CHALLENGE 
AND COME ALONE TO THIS 
DESIGNATED PLACE EXPECTING 
A FAIR DUEL? 





€ / | WONDER 
DID you HOW SHE 


HIDE ANY (A Mou eae 


SHOOTERS <x] HIDDEN RIFLES 
AIMED AT 


‘SWORDPLAY 
WITH MY OWN 
TWO eves! 





OO000H! 
MISTER! IT’S 
A LOVER’s DATE! 


UHHHYO! THAT'S WHY YA 
WAY TA GO, CHASED US 
MISTER! OFF BEFORE! 


SHOULD WE STOP 
AND TRY FOR 
ANOTHER DAY? 


IT CAN'T BE 
HELPED IF THE 
CHILDREN SEE 

us. 





CHYOZG KILLING PEOPLE 
IS PRACTICALLY ENTERTAINMENT ’ THESE CHILDREN 


ARE USED TO 
Tee SEEING BLOODSHED 


AT THE NIWALICHI. 





WHY YA HAVING A 
MATCH WITH THE 


aan 
WITH THE MISSY THERE, Mize) WITH TH 
missy > * MISTER!? L iv. tee 











WE ARE GOING TO 
HAVE A REAL MATCH! 


USING REAL 













| HAVE ACCEPTED, 


| 
| HAVE NO ‘\ [s BECALISE YOU ASKED 





RIGHT TO FLEE ME FOR A FAIR MATCH 
THIS, AS | HAVE TO DISPEL THE 
INDEED KILLED SO | HATRED OF YOUR 
| MANY OF THE YAGYU COMRADES 
| YAGYG CLAN‘S WHO FELL BY MY 
BLADE. 










PLEASE 


RETHINK THE] | THERE IS NO 
Time AND || REASON TO 


SETTLE THIS 
HERE AND 







THAT'S HOW 


DECEPTION...USING } IT Is, 
THE ‘FAIR DUEL’ 
AS A FRONT! 





AND THEN USE 
THOSE RIFLES TO 
AID YOU! IS THAT 
HOW THE YAGYO 
DO THINGS!? 


CAN HIT 
ME AT THIS 
DISTANCE!? 


IT SEEMS THAT SHE 
NOTICED THE 
RIFLES...THAT’S SUR- 
PRISING...TO THINK 
SHE COULD FIGURE 
THEM OUT AT THAT 
DISTANCE... 


























HAS yAGya 
MUNENORI- 


DECISIVE 
BATTLE 
WITH THE 
yaoya! 


GIVEN THE AMOUNT 
OF TIMES I'VE HAD 
TO AVOID COWARDLY 
ATTACKS FROM THEM, 
THIS WOULDN'T BE 
A SURPRISE! 





RENOWNED 
YAGYO HAVE 


SILENCE! q 
We) I WILL Al 
wig) NO INSULTS! 
ne rk \ 
i, WML 
ibis ae 





THE FRUITS 
OF MY DAILY 
TRAINING 
REGIMEN, AND 


YOU WILL SEE 


















































He's 
Quick! 



































\\ 
\\, 


\Y 


N 


ey 
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CHAPTER 5: REJECTION 





BUT SHE WON'T 
COME AND SEE 
ME HERSELF. 


| WANNA 
SEE HEEEER! 

| WANNA 
ALWAYS BE 
WITH HER! 








BECAUSE HE 
WISHES TO 
SEE YOU 
IMMEDIATELY. 





poeias Be | Guess You 
TO BONTENMARU, REALIZE THAT 
‘AS THE LORD THE YAGYU 
HERE, CARRYING > AREN'T 
A TORCH ATTACKING 


FOR YOU. 


KEEP GIVING 
HIM ATTENTION. (7 use ha 
Mi THE MORE YOU |\ “acains 
THING LIKE GIVE HIM, THE 
THAT! SAFER WE ARE. 





DANGEROUS. 
IT's STILL 











4) ‘A 
A 4 

4 Y) h 4 

\ 

& 2 = EB z 
PLEASE, ‘ hee, Aaa 
THIS WAY! a fy: 4 

aml a) 
3 Hy 
\ ® iY 
7 5 























| GREW UP 


ne ee TRAINING IN | WONDER HOW 
WHO HAS ME IN. BusuTsu, MUCH YOU TRULY 
BUT LOST MY KNOW OF ME, 


HIS CARE, BUT ENTIRE BONTENMARI- 
THAT IS NOT FAMILY. q SAMA. 
ALL | AM. : 


PUBLICLY IT’S ’ 
SAID HE DIED eB TOKUGAWA 
THANKS TO /* {7 levasu, YOUR 


FOOD POISONING, ) ) ig GRAND- 
BUT THIS IS FATHER, 





IN OTHER WORDS, 
| WAS YOUR 
GRANDFATHER'S 
ENEMY! 


MORTAL 
ENEMIES! 














| HAVE COME TO 
THIS LAND TO 

HAVE A DECISIVE 
BATTLE WITH 


IN A POSITION 
WHERE WE ARE 
ABLE TO 
BECOME 
HUSBAND 
AND WIFE. 


THE YAGYU 
ARE AFTER 
MY LIFE. 





in B 


bE. 
pay 
wo 
S2>8 




















THER, WHO 
WAS EN- 
SHRINED AS 
TOSHO DAI- 


2 GONGEN OR 
“SOMETHING, 





BUT YOu, AZIMI? YOU'RE A WOMAN SOMEONE HIDDEN AWAY, 
WHOSE DEEDS HAVE SHAKEN THE UNABLE TO INTERFERE |...HAVE 


ENTIRE NATION, AND YOU WORK WITH ie COUNTRY 


BEEN AN 
THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST TENKAI! OUTCAST MY 





You SAID 
MUNENORI 





AZUMI! 





7) CALL THOSE 
TWO IN! 











THERE IS THIS 
CONNECTION 
YOU HAVE 
MENTIONED, 


HAVE THE 
SLIGHTEST 
INTENT OF 
BECOMING 
YOUR WIFE! 











——S 
—— 


























CHAPTER 6: AWAKENING OF LOVE 








TOBIZARU-DONO SAID THAT THE YAGYU 
HAVE BEEN KEPT FROM ATTACKING 
YOU BECAUSE BONTEN/ 
HAS SUCH A CRUSH ON YOU, AND 
YOU WERE USING HIM FOR THAT! 


TOBIZARU-DONO 
THINGS IN SUCH 
AN UNDER- 


CN cg A 
i a 


Ve 





THAT'S NOT TRUE! 
TOBIZARU THINKS 
THINGS THROUGH IN 


SUCH WISE WAY! 





ANYONE 
FOR YOU 
FROM YOUR 
HOME, 


FOR THE LIKES 
OF US, FORBIDDEN 
FROM AN 
INHERITANCE... 
MARRYING THE 
WOMEN WE LOVE 
WOULD BE 
IMPOSSIBLE... 








INSIDE THE 
CASTLE. 
ALONG WITH 
BONTEN- 


Ustt DONT 

id wi your 
THINK THAT os 

EVERYONE SP Ot 


AND YOUR 
BEHAVIOR 
PROVES 


SRK 
“Wee eo" ESSE 





KILL 4 
THEM! @) 





RSS 
ete 
SOOO 














AAAAH! 
BIG 


BROTH- 
EEEER! 





DID YOU SEE 


LET'S HEAD TO 
A ASS WITHOUT 


"ASSERBYS! 








THERE CAN BE NO i 
MISTAKE! HIS ENTIRE KUSHEN AS 
FAMILY HAS BEEN one | 
KILLED! SUCH * 
CRUELTY 


KIJIMA-SAMA’S: 
MOTHER, HIS WIFE...AND 
THESE LITTLE ONES’ 
FRIENDS...THE VERY 
YOUNG KOHYOTA-DONO 
AND NANA-SAMA 
TOO... THEY'VE ALL 
DISAPPEARED. 





MY BROTHERS AND 
1.,ALONG WITH 
KIJIMA-SAMA AS 
OUR LEADER, WE 
DECIDED TO RISE 
UP AGAINST THEIR 
PLAN.. 





IT MUST BE A MAN 
NAMED KANO! 
HE SEEMS TO 

YAGYU 


BE A 





THANK 
GOODNESS 
EVERYONE! PRIEST 
TENKAI SAYS 
THIS ISN'T 


WHEN | THOUGHT 
THAT IT WAS THE 


SHOGUNATE THAT. 
WAS TRYING TO GIVE 


OUR COUNTRY TO 
THAT... MISBEGOTTEN 


BONTENMARU... 











YOUR RESOLVE 
TO FIGHT IS 
NICE BUT 

Aleit Salis 

I'M NOT SURE 

OF THE 
RESULT... 





OUR. 
BROTHERS 
ARE 
SKILLED! 

































































IE YOU GAVE 
CHYOZO THE 
ORDER...HE’D 

KILL FOR YOU, 
WHATEVER THE 

OPPONENT. AND 

REGARDLESS OF 

NUMBER, RIGHT? 


IF tig WOULD 
KILL ABOUT... 
NOK fe) 
sAMURS. ve 





AND NOBODY 
CAN KNOW THAT 
IT’S CHYOZO'S 
DOING. 


AND EVEN IF 
10 SAMURAI, 
NOT A_ONE 
OF THEM IS. 

PARTICULAELY 


CHYOZO SHOULD 
ENCOUNTER 


NO TRUE 
DIFFICULTY. 














BUT...‘ RATHER... 
NOT INVOLVE HIM... 

WITH SOMETHING 
OUTSIDE THE. .OH! 


CASTLE AFFAIRS? 


























IVE YET TO RECEIVE 
ANY ORDERS FROM 


TENKAI-SAMA TO 
DESTROY THE SCHEME 
OF. YHE YAGYU IN 
THIS DOMAIN. 


YOUVE No 
Neep To 
) Risk your 


IN THIS, 
COMING 
BATTLE. 


Is A 
PERSONAL 
MATTER 
BETWEEN 
YAGYU 
MUNENORI 
AND MYSELF. 














CHAPTER 7: BLOODSTAINS = s 





LeT ME 
pur ir THis 
WAY...F THE 
YAGYU WERE 
TO ATTACK 
THIS 
TEMPLE 


| DIDN'T 
THINK THEY‘D 
GO SO FAR 
AS TO 
ATTACK 
THIS TEMPLE 
TO KILL 
ME... 


Tuey THE ONES 


FROM 
HAVE 
SOME- YESTER- 


THING TO 





by peter HEARING THAT HIGH 
” > ek PRIEST TENKAI IS 
WORKING TO STOP 
THIS FILTHY YAGYL 
CONSPIRACY, WE FELT 
THAT WE HAD SO 
MANY ALLIES ON 
OUR SIDE! 


HAS NOT 

YET GIVEN 
THE ORDER 
TO STOP 


HELD COUNSEL OuR BROTHERS 
AND THIS WITH CHIEF WERE ELATED 
MORNING, RETAINER WHEN WE 
TSUBOL TSUBOUICHI-SAMA b Top THe || per TaN 
CHI-SAMA WHO Is UNQUES- 


E US OUR 
SENT A , TIONABLY OUR = Be ( -\. COURAGE! 


BUT IT’S 
TRUE 





AND,..SINCE WE 
SEE YOU AS 
OUR COMRADES, 
WE WANTED TO 
TELL YOu! 





BROTHERS AND 
COMRADES 
WENT TO 
MEET HIM! 























THE LETTER 
SAID HE 
WANTS TO 
MEET WITH 
us AND 
DECIDE 
WHAT TO DO. 
AFTER! 


| See! THE 

CHIEF RET- 
AINER IS 
RISING TO 
ACTION! 





IT'LL BE FINE! 
IT’S ON A ROAD 
WHERE NOBODY 
GOES, SO YOU 
CAN IMMEDIATELY 
SEE IF YOU'RE 
BEING TAILED! 


WHO CHOSE 
A PLACE 
WHERE NOBODY 
GOES...? NO 
SIGNS OF 








SHOULDN'T WE 
HAVE MET WITH 
TSUBOUCHI- 


THE LETTER 
DIDN'T SAY. 


Es 
z 
=S8 
a 
283 
a 





AND YOU SAID TWO 
STRONG YOUNG MEN 
ARE ARRIVING WITH A 

YOUNG WOMAN BY THE 
NAME OF AZUMI? 


YES! SHE'S A 
REAL BEALITY! 


SHE WORKS AS 
AN ENVOY FOR g OOOH! | 
Hich Priest MN WANT TO | 
TENKAI AND i SEE THIS 
STAYS AT THE ) AZUMI GIRL! 
SEIGAIN... ime | ‘i 


» Sd 
SESS 












YOU SAY THAT 
TSUBOUICH-SAMA 
COULD HAVE 
BETRAYED US OR 
THE LETTER COULD 
BE A FAKE WRITTEN 
BY SOMEONE 
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AIM FOR THEIR 
VITALS! THEY 
MUST BE 


KILLED 
INSTANTLY! 


) TAKING 





THINGS AT 
THE NIW- 














HAPPENEDI? 


WHAT ARE 
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BUT THEY 

ALSO LOST 

THEIR PAY 
WHEN PEACE 


KIku’s 
CLAN 
WAS 
ONE. 


TROUBLED 
TIMES, ASIDE FROM 
SHINOBI 
CLANS... THERE WERE 
OTHER CLANS THAT 
EXCELLED AT PECU- 
LIAR BUJUTSU AND 
THAT WERE EMPLOYED 
AS MILITARY FORCES. 


YAGYU MUNENORI 
MAINTAINED THE 
EMPLOYMENT OF 
SOME OF THESE 
H CLANS, AND KEPT 


THEM AS PART 
OF HIS FORCES. 








THEM AS 
A SECRET 
ARMY. 


HE CONTINUED 

TO PAY MANY 
{ OTHERS WHOSE 

ONLY LIVELI- 


HOOD WERE 
N THEIR ASSASS- 








IF HE WERE 
TO ESTABLISH 
BONTENMARU 

AS LORD OF 
THE CASTLE, 

HE WOULD 
EARN OFFICIAL 

AUTHORIZATION 
FROM SHOGLIN 
HIDETADA... 


THAT IS 
WHY MUNE- 
NORI SET 
HIS SIGHTS 
ON THAT 


THIS 


=] PURPOSE, 


HE NEEDED 


§ TREMEN- 


DoUus 
ASSETS. 








Yes! WE TRAIN 
WITH ALL HE HAVE 
EVERY DAY TO 
REPAY YOUR 
KINDNESS TO Us! 


|S THIS ABOUT 
THAT RUMORED 
GIRL? AZUMI? 


OF JUST ONE 
LITTLE GIRL. 





THERE IS THE 
CHANCE OF A 


GREAT BATTLE 
WITH AN ARMY 
OF MONKS 
LED BY 
TENKAI 
HIMSELF! 


THE OTHERS 
HERE IS 











WHY CAN'T WE 
BECAUSE TENKAI- BECOME THEIR 


SAMA HASN'T j , ALLIES AND 
GIVEN ORDERS ere THEM 
AGAINST THIS : 
YAGYU SCHEME 


esr 
ever Forcive [_______) THEY...WERE SO THEN...WE HAVE 


SUCH CRUELTY! PITIABLE... TO KEEP OUR 
EN SILENCE AND 
ea, OVERLOOK THIS 


EvILi? 


ARE YOU SAYING 
JUST KILLING 
SOMEONE, SOME- 
WHERE WILL 





DME mUQE BBD 


CAM DIR TRH Ha REBHE 


AND SO, UNTIL | 
HAVE My AUDIENCE 
WITH YAGYU MUNENORI, 
| WILL TREASURE 
My LIFE! 


YOUR OWN 
AS WELL! 


THE ROOT 
OF ALL OF 
THIS, COMES 
FROM HIDING? 
THIS WON'T 
BE SETTLED. 
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